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This article was published in 2002 shortly after the successful operational test and evaluation of the Cooperative 
Engagement Capability (CEC) in the Atlantic Fleet. CEC provides the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps sensor netting 
and enables integrated fire control. As of 2018, CEC is deployed on over 140 units (Navy ships, Navy aircraft, and 
land mobile Marine Corps units). CEC was conceived at APL during the 1970s and 1980s. During the 1980s and 
1990s, APL prototyped key CEC innovations—namely its sensor netting algorithms, sensor netting software, and 
components of its Data Distribution System. Also during this time, APL worked closely with industry to produc-
tionize CEC and integrate it into Navy ships and aircraft. Today, as the CEC technical direction agent, the Labora-
tory continues to contribute to the success of CEC in new mission areas. 
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